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VAN SAMAGHAR

Van Samachar - A World of
Wildlife News

Van Samachar is
Maharashtra’s first dedicated
online portal and digital
magazine focused exclusively
on wildlife, forests,
biodiversity, and issues in
tribal regions.

It serves as a genuine and
insightful platform that
brings stories from the heart
of the jungle to the edge of
the villages.

Key Focus Areas:
Human-wildlife conflict
Environmental and
conservation initiatives.
Voices and experiences of
local communities.

Platforms:

YouTube Channel | Facebook
/ Instagram | Website :
(www.vansamachar.com).
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dTSIET-3{YTRT SATH Uched & HERIEId e
qdid S 310 Uil s I9gRuy,
Y gum=ar gdeahi=m A, arg snfor
fafay g=usitai gsilg sl M.

qul g7 SJHATHTT Yeh HgdTd] T
Igdt - qdfees Anfastas. -

arsrarAed gdees AreLfienit geard 1998 drel
hges 15 d 20 R MSSHI eheil. T hIadl
SiTertd snyfe gfaer Aegen, SR qaifea gidr,
JTfoY ufRrerorgl gegsi gid. uor a7 mgsHt [Agiuy
1O AT SN TS ULTHIAT SITATEl @A
SATCHT ITHATT T fAeha.

27 I9TT WeTd — hiR &=ATeleT 100 g Sifteh mss

3111 dTStaT=al shik &3Td 100 et 3ifdeh gdca Arifesieh hrard
3ed. A 27 aufded, a1 Mss+1 thae AT Aral, dv
Oroft FA&T0T, ST dRaRTd, Sfor gdearift AasR Hied
gredsl uTdivg Awad 3s. ISSUE 03/01




2015: Afgari=m uder — AFTST ST il SRR
2015 #ed, gdeeh AnigiAr=ar &a1d Uah fagiaes
TSl IAUIT 3T, AFATS ST i<l YSThIRTA,
gAafa9rT=ar Gghrai- 6 Afger mssdt Ag<h
hUYTd 3{Tell. Bl chdos AsTRrdr et Fegdt, av
afgdiza snaafAeiRdar snfor Ser &sra ggHurman
Teh URUTIETAY S71eaTa gidr.

2010: I YA T fafas

2010 UrgH, qrsiar=ar 9% &ard Al gdearht gEarq smett. arg
AT, AT, T3 Sy MR JTAREAT HeTdT AT gial.
géid hlgl aufd 9 IR HTH GF HI0ATd ATl A1d Hfelgiam,
I IHY A, AASH IHY A, TS T AT, AGATYR, HIHCT,
RA&IeT, hgBYUTe, FA/US FHI N, S, ISITF A JY 16 7T
qed 100 g 3ifdres Fear mer deft Marett ang.

IHY Neqaegt Afgaiar s

IR &8 Afgel Sl Fg=hl STTell 318, YdT ME s & chacs
&Y HFel STTd gid. JuT SATdT Afgeti=l TATIGET STy §H0- g
& TTSTARIE oaTd dhel! ST
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Maharashtra’s Tiger —
Reserves: Pride of the Maharashtra, blessed with
Wilderness rich forests, diverse

Tiger Reserves of Maharashtra by Area roo I’ed conn ecﬂon Wl’fh

terrains, and a deep-

Melghat

wewe - wildlife, is home to six

Tadoba-Andnari

1722 sqm officially designated Tiger

1266 sqkem Reserves under India's

Sahyadri

#1.3q40m prestigious Project Tiger

Pench (MH)

initiative. These reserves

Nawegacn-Nagzira

158 504 are not just forests — they

Bor
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playing a crucial role in
conserving the majestic
and endangered Bengal
tiger (Panthera tigris tigris)
while also maintaining the
ecological balance of the

region.

Total Tiger Reserves in
Maharashtra: 6

@® Largest Reserve: Melghat Tiger Reserve — 2,768
sqkm

@® sSmallest Reserve: Bor Tiger Reserve - 138 sqgkm
¥ Most Popular for Tourism: Tadoba-Andhari Tiger

Reserve (TATR)
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"dier" 2rsE SHUGH H "gIAHY" Dl hEd g1 Fd1 diar
&t gg 19 safoe B € itk gg ueft st &t

HUCT AR T § gigel a1 g1 f@dt # 39
GIH=Id: "Ia1 " a1 "Sa7 AR " el S
=

URd & aTHToT aRkgsd | afe foheit aeft @t aiaen
g 31Tk AT o e digdr g, df 98 & 941
draR &1 weTeE® SR ST Tigan|

ug Bter 41 ueht hae Gezar & faw & ad, afes
SO SRRATEL, IfGHT SR TSI Aa8R &
fIg T ST SITen 81 &4 ot gl uregside
argehel i Ot fAEre 8, it g3 uspfa o ot
HATIY & &dl &1 3AHI Gl Yeh hellhlR hl

SHE pid ST 8IdT & — idd a1 T o HATAR
o1, IeCT dIeehl g3, 3R et 2lel (entry
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Aelgd iR IuTifdes wu & fRArarRal @ grida
gIa &1
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HRART AT (Indian Cobra) — Agar uRumH ([JRieiferich)
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=gReifere (Neurotoxic) — HSSITHRAT
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Buiterflies of Tadoba -
Nature’s Colorful Flyers

The Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve in
Maharashtra is not just a sanctuary for
tigers, but also a vibrant home to over
80 species of butterflies. These colorful
creatures flutter through the forests,
adding life and beauty to the landscape,
and serving as important indicators of a

healthy ecosystem.

Life Cycle of a Butterfly

The journey of a butterfly is a magical
transformation that takes place in four

key stages:
Egg - Caterpillar » Pupa » Butterfly

Each stage has a purpose - from feeding
and growing, to resting, and finally
emerging as a fully developed adult
butterfly.
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Antennae and Eyes: Nature’s
Tools

Butterflies rely heavily on their sensory
organs:

Compound Eyes help them detect
movement, light, and a wide range of
colors, even ultraviolet.

Antennae serve as their primary sensory
tools for smelling, tasting, and navigating

the environment.

The Importance of Colors in
Butterflies

Butterfly wing colors are not just for
beauty — they serve critical survival and
communication functions:

Warning Colors - Bright patterns warn
predators of toxicity (e.g., Plain Tiger,
Common Jezebel).

Camouflage Colors - Dull or patterned
wings help blend into surroundings (e.g.,
Common Crow).

Attractive Colors — Shiny or vibrant colors

attract mates (e.g., Blue Mormon).
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Nectar Plants of Tadoba - A
Butterfly’s Buffet

Butterflies feed on flower nectar for energy.
Tadoba’s plant diversity provides ample

food sources:

Plant Name Role in Butterfly
Ecology
The Role of Muddy Areas - | antana — Rich in nectar; attracts
Mud-Puddling Behavior multipie species
Ixora — Bright flowers loved
One of the lesser-known yet by Lime and Common
fascinating behaviors of Rose butterflies

butterflies is mud-puddling.

[ —>
The) Eatfier around musdy Calotropis Nectar and host plant

; : Ak in Ti
patches and damp soil to sip Aera) for RianilEsk
water rich in salts and Clerodendrum—> Especially attracts Blue
minerals — nutrients Mormon and Common
essential for their survival, Jezebel
ducti d flight
(ERREGUERON SR TUE Cassia —> Host plant for

endurance. :
@ caterpillars and a nectar
u\,\s\Q source

Best Time to Spot Butterflies in Tadoba

September to November - Just after the monsoon, when flowers
bloom abundantly
February to April = During spring and early summer, ideal for nectar

foraging
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Bird Watching

Common Hawk Cuckoo

The Common Hawk-Cuckoo is an insectivorous bird. It
primarily feeds on insects, caterpillars, crickets, and other
small invertebrates. This helps in controlling pests in
agricultural fields, forests, and gardens.
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dTSIET=AT SHTAT Yehal Wl UTShel &Tehed, STTOT SR

qTeTR} 214 ST, <hl HIT BTl AT SHRTATH gad
ANTe. 3% YT I, foue eraaq, Ramia wed 0 _.;I‘ , i
Y ared Agd. Tedr 35 auid H Geh ME AgHT ﬁ) ,.m :
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Argi dretanft 9rd @u SA1 8. 1990
et ft douRen e dgdliEied
dreieTd et gidl. degT Hi Zgrefla gidl.
degTd dTsiaT TU d7s Bid — hHT giaeT
giedT, UUT 31Hd R HIST g,

degT SMud! Tt St 8 I Sl
ST g1gd. ddrdieias 3 Sigur
SqaEEl  onfor  FSfEl  Hidedl,
JATEaTAT HISlER gd Siardd.  degl
ararht wReft oftdt arerm=h =mEl, uor

SHTCTTEES QU ST Bidl.

YhRId aX0fdeh & Acgd, Ms8 Urdl fihear.
JareTsigss Yeh ‘gaeh Hard Arard fasme
e gid, =T AR Ueh At giar. a2 od udes
W 59 B ST, 10T ATt Serar,

gl dTSIaTd ST 3 YR 31! ANhi-T SiTel SrHaTd Trardt
Uch IcTdd TN, Uehel MY Td: R 4o ST UahTd feasft s
ST UTTReT &, 37T HT3 STTelTe Y&{0T hUaTTS! e
ST HAffed dhell 318, IO § @ a1y 31Tg.
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37T ATSIeT U Jgaid 38 - & GURe, FaH ared, IorRl gafeq
AT, TOT SITCATET STTcAT STS[-g! d9Td 3T — RATd, Foild Mfor 3rga.
3(TSTe! AT &R 311, Sl STTaR hTeT Idl.

dTSIET — Teh WTEHT

dTSIaT ATSITATS chddd SiTTel ATel, o ATSH vTg=T 3mg smfor [Agmiaft
STtSeid AT8 AT 31T8.
31T Siegl Udceh drsidrd addrd, Sierd thadrd, areamrgrd) are urgdrd -

degl AelT ATel S A smaadrd. i=ardell Icgehdl gigd Hl Td:al
BEL.

Gl Ht Uehd M TiT] 3fedal -
drsiaTd I1... UUT theh aTg UTgIdel ATel,
R [ srgargen .

Siteneft Hare qren, sAreisft Ard Siver, uegi=ar Ararsid gIg- Sil.

HI JHTATE! HATd Ueh HATATS dgel -
"3 gl I ga!"




aerEr (Lantana camara):

U IATHRIHS

HATS: TTHT 1-2 Hie®
el Rl FHY: HIolR, fagiva: nfdat &
frepra nfaY: it @ e aren &

RICCIEC R R ICH

g Ueh 3MTshTHS UGl 8, St Rt aawfa

Hrgaredl g

a1 o forg fader — ufaal @™ @R 3,
&4, a7 forar SiRk fohet it Jeham=, gt
U 9Tl & 3R Siq fafaerdr st JaamE

REICIES
Lantana &d therdT 82

T u&ft @ €, foR &7 a1 & a1y Shera
& STl cheA oh a1 Jdt Geit 3R U dTett

I U gg dgd dSil ¥ JdA1 g
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PARAKEET DIVERSITY IN INDIA: FROM
ROSE-RINGED TO NIGOBAR PRRAKEET

ISSUE 03 /18

ohammad Suleman Baig

Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri) — very common, green with red ring
(males).

Plum-headed Parakeet (Psittacula cyanocephala) - purple/blue head, found across
peninsular India.

Slaty-headed Parakeet (Psittacula himalayana) — Himalayas, with bluish-grey head.

Parakeet (Psittacula alexandri) - pinkish breast, patchy distribution

Red-breaste
(Northeast india, Andamans).
i
Alexandrine P¢ t (Psittacula eupatria) — larger, with red shoulder patches

~ (“maroon she

Nicobar Parakeet (Psiftcculu caniceps) — restricted to Nicobar Islands, the largest
Psittacula species.

Layard’s Parakeet (Psittacula calthrapae) — mainly Sri Lanka, but sometimes
reported in Southern India.

______
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The Struggle for Survival: S
Chhota Matka (T-126) Shifted

For months, the forest department monitored his
condition, balancing between the wild law of
nature and the duty to protect wildlife. But as
weeks passed, it became clear that intervention was
needed.

Finally, on 27 August 2025, following the
recommendations of a technical committee under
the NTCA Standard Operating Procedure, the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife),
Maharashtra and the Chief Wildlife Warden issued
an order: T-126 must be tranquilized and shifted
for treatment to prevent further suffering and to
safeguard against possible man-animal conflict.

The delicate operation was executed with precision
under the guidance of Field Director Prabhu Nath
Shukla and Deputy Director (Buffer) Anand Reddy.
On ground, Assistant Conservator of Forests
Aniruddha Dhage led the rescue team, ensuring
that the legendary tiger was handled with utmost
care. Soon, the once mighty ruler of Tadoba's
Khadsangi landscape was on his way to the Transit
Treatment Centre (TTC), Chandrapur, for urgent
medical care.

“CHHOTA MATKA (T-126),

THE SON OF MATKASUR, BEING SHIFTED FOR
MEDICAL CARE AFTER A DEADLY TERRITORIAL
CLASH IN TADOBA.”

The decision was not just about saving a tiger—it
was about preserving the balance of Tadoba’s wild
heart, where every big cat plays a role in the

By Mohammad Suleman Baig ecological chain.

In the deep forests of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger
Reserve, every roar echoes a story of survival,
dominance, and struggle. One such story belongs to
the famed tiger ‘Chhota Matka' (T-126), who now
fights not for territory, but for life itself.

Chhota Matka,
Matkasur lineage, has always been a symbol
of Tadoba’s untamed spirit. Today, as he
medical
wildlife lovers across Maharashtra watch
with bated breath, hoping that this fighter

son of the celebrated

recovers under supervision,
On 12 May 2025, in the Nimdhela Range,
Khadsangi buffer zone, a fierce territorial clash
broke out between two powerful males—T-126
(Chhota Matka) and T-158. The battle ended with

the tragic death of T-158, while T-126, badly For now, the forests wait in silence—their echoes

will once again stride back into his jungle

home.

injured, limped away carrying deep wounds, both
physical and symbolic of the constant trials of a
tiger's existence.

carrying both the pain of loss and the hope of
revival.
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